
 
Youth Innovation Lab Director’s Report 

I am thrilled to share that the Innovation Lab has thrived despite the fundraising 
challenges we experienced during the first half of the year. Our program funding was 
affected by the political climate and DEI cutbacks, yet our youth remained fully 
committed. Thanks to the unwavering dedication of our instructors and volunteers—
many providing pro bono support—we were able to keep our programs running strong. 

We are especially grateful to the Minnesota Humanities Center, our very first donor to 
the Innovation Lab in 2024. Their support allowed us to transition from a successful 
2023 pilot program to a fully launched program that continues to impact youth in 
transformative ways. 

Performance Outcomes 

The Innovation Lab youth met or exceeded expectations in two major areas—
workshops and courses—and came very close to surpassing our goals in all four 
categories. I am filled with pride every time I witness our youth embracing creativity and 
growth. They inspire me to keep our momentum strong. 

It has been my lifelong dream to create a space where women, youth, and families are 
immersed in a safe and inspiring environment—a place where they do not need 
permission to be creative. The Innovation Lab is a sacred space where art, music, and 
literature thrive in the hearts of all who embrace our mission and vision. 

Innovation Lab Program 
Guidelines 

Q1 
2025 

Q2 
2025 

Total (Jan–
June) 

Annual 
Requirement 

Workshops 4 8 12 12* 
Courses 4 4 8 6* 
Events 4 6 10 12 
Community Development 5 6 11 12 

*Met or exceeded the annual program requirement. 

Annual Budget  

Annual Budget and Fundraising Goals 

To address our budget shortfall from the first half of 2025, we are launching a 
fundraising campaign: 
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• $54,000 to complete 2025 programming 
• $150,000 to secure 2026 programming 

In addition, we are in need of backline gear for live performances outside of our studio. 
We are seeking partners to donate equipment to help expand our performance 
opportunities. (Our Gear Wish List is included below.) 

All non-profit donations to OMG Studios Youth Innovation Lab are accepted through 
our fiscal sponsor, MN Humanities Center. 

We remain deeply grateful to everyone who has supported our mission of cultural 
sustainability. 

 

Sincere appreciation and gratitude for your love and support! 

 

______________ 

Monique Linder 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Gratitude and Appreciation to Our 2025 Donors, Supporters, and 
Volunteers 

Donors 

• MN Humanities Center 
• OMG Media Solutions 

Instructors 

• Thomasina Petrus 
• Jevetta Steele 
• Thom West 
• Walter Chancellor, Jr. 
• Monique Linder 

Supporters 

• Kevin Lindsey (CEO MN Humanities Center 
• Bryan Stevenson (Equal Justice Initiative) 
• Jerry Martini (Founding Member of Sly and the Family Stone) 
• The Family Stone Band 
• The War and Treaty (Michael and Tanya Trotter) 
• Tank and the Bangas (Tarriona “Tank” Ball and her band) 
• Willie Adams (Purple Playground) 

Volunteers 

• OMG Studios Engineers, Marketing, and Technical Support 
• Parents of Youth Innovation Lab Participants 
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Gear Wish List 
 

 
 
 


